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COLORADO ARTS EDUCATION ADVOCACY TOOLKIT
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INTRODUCTION: ARTS COMPLETE EDUCATION
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
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This toolkit offers simple steps EVERY citizen can take
to advocate for arts education.
WHY ADVOCATE?
THE SAD STATE OF ARTS EDUCATION IN COLORADO
Advocate :
-verb 1. to speak or write in favor of; support or urge by argument; recommend publicly.
-noun 2. a person who speaks or writes in support or defense of a person, cause, etc.
-synonyms: champion, proponent, backer
-- Random House Dictionary
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THE 1-2-3: COLORADO LAGS IN ARTS EDUCATION
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THE 1-2-3: IF YOU'RE CONCERNED, YOU'RE NOT ALONE
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Citizens support

arts education.

88% would be more likely to
vote for a candidate whose
list of priorities included more
access to the arts in school.

Source: Think 360 Arts Complete
Education survey

AE
A %%

%

6%
% %




THE 1-2-3: CITIZENS ACROSS AMERICA AGREE
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WHY ARTS EDUCATION IS CRUCIAL
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It's the law.

82% of respondents were not
aware that the federal No Child
Left Behind Act authorizes
federal funds for the arts to be
taught as a core subject in
school.

Source: Think 360 Arts Complete
Education survey
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THE 1-2-3: ARTS EDUCATION MATTERS
TO ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
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THE 1-2-3: ARTS EDUCATION MATTERS
TO WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
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6 8 , Citizens are unsatisfied with arts
% 58 1 %. education funding.
% I 1 Over 70% describe the amount of
’ .6 ' 1 government funding of arts education
as “too low” at federal, state and
local/district levels.
$ 8 Source: Think 360 Arts Complete
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THE 1-2-3: NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND
SEEKS A COMPLETE EDUCATION
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WHAT ARTS EDUCATION SHOULD LOOK LIKE
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ARTS EDUCATION CAN WORK!
STORIES TO INSPIRE ADVOCACY

California experienced erosion in arts
education programs beginning in 1978, when
Proposition 13 was passed. Prop 13's cap on
property taxes forced districts to cut staff and
programs across the board. The arts were hit
especially hard.

In September 2006, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed into law the single
largest investment in music and arts
education programs in the history of our
country .

A block grant of $105 million was distributed
to school districts, charter schools and county
offices of education. The funds were available
for hiring additional staff, professional
development, and purchasing supplies
(including books) and equipment. In addition,
a one-time allocation of $500 million funded
the purchase of arts, music and/or physical
education professional development, supplies
and equipment — including musical
instruments, kilns, photography equipment
and other supplies that support standards-
based instruction.

Takeaway: As Colorado legislators
contemplate statewide high school graduation
requirements in our locally controlled schools,
they need to take a holistic look at a
comprehensive education reform plan that
encompasses all "core curriculum," with
options tailored to students’ post-graduation
plans. And they need to earmark funds,
statewide, to restore quality arts education
programming.

71;

In 1996, music, theater, dance and the visual
arts became part of the New Jersey state-
mandated "core curriculum."

Ten years later, in September 2006, the New
Jersey Arts Education Census Project
completed a preliminary survey of 2,376 public
schools — with an amazing completion rate of
98.5 percent of schools in New Jersey — to
see how they're doing.
95 percent of elementary, middle and
high schools use certified arts
specialists to teach music and the
visual arts.
81 percent of schools have updated
and aligned their curriculum to meet
state requirements.
89 percent of schools use community
resources to bolster their arts
curriculum.
Many schools have long-term contracts
with artists who come into classrooms
to teach, and many others made field
trips a regular occurrence.

The survey was a three-year project of the
New Jersey State Arts Council, the Music for
All Foundation, The Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation, the Playwright’s Theatre of New
Jersey and the New Jersey Department of

Education.
Source: The Bergen Record, Nov. 12, 2006, Jim Beckerman

Takeaway: Colorado can learn from New
Jersey’s outstanding model of cooperation
among state arts agencies, state educational
agencies, community arts organizations, and
national support.




An inspiring story of successful,
comprehensive education reform can be found
in Alaska's Chugach School District.

The Chugach School District has 214 students
spread over 22,000 square miles of remote,
isolated areas in South Central Alaska. Some
of the villages in the district are 100 percent
Aleut (Native Alaskan).

In 1994, Chugach underwent a
comprehensive restructuring effort, realigning
its curriculum to create 10 performance-based
standards:

mathematics, science, technology, reading,
writing, social sciences, service learning,
career development, cultural awareness and
expression , and personal/social/health
development. Proven educational tools
support and document consistent progress
toward proficiency in all standards, and
grading standards were tightened.

As a result, Chugach became the smallest
school district to receive a Malcolm Baldrige
National Quality Award, given by the President
of the United States to a business, education,
health care, and non-profit organization that
demonstrate extreme excellence in seven
categories and that are models for excellence
in gaining the competitive edge.

The new system was created as a
collaborative effort of village elders, teachers,
parents, students and community members —
and all of these groups assist students in
reaching proficient levels.

Connecticut has gained national and
international recognition since 1994 when the
state formed the Higher Order Thinking (HOT)
School model.

HOT schools:
Promote teaching and learning in, about
and through the arts in a democratic
setting.
Include the arts as rigorous academic
subjects, each with its own sequential
curriculum that conveys knowledge not
learned through other academic
disciplines.
Integrate the arts across disciplines,
creating arts-rich environments that
motivate students to make connections
between and among subject areas and
ideas.
Cultivate a school culture to which all
members of the school community
contribute and in which individual
leadership is emphasized.

Takeaway: Coloradans can look to the
Chugach School District as an example of the
necessary unification of every element of the
community, all of which are direct contributors
to each child’s overall educational
development.

Takeaway: Connecticut's example shows a
statewide commitment to a particular school
model, but in any format, educators can learn
from Connecticut's dedication to integrating
the arts throughout the educational
experience.




SUCCESSFUL COLORADO SCHOOLS:
WHERE THE ARTS ARE ALIVE
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This elementary program serves highly gifted
and high-achieving children in Northeast
Denver. The Polaris Program is both an exciting
learning community and a safe haven where
parents are supported in nurturing the
development of their gifted children.

CD players and listening centers are available in
each classroom and numerous TV/VCR/DVD
carts are available in the building. An array of
musical instruments from around the world
enhances vocal music instruction, and the
children perform outstanding music throughout
the year.

Visual art products fill the halls and are

on display during the scheduled music
performances. A celebration of the arts
culminates the year in May. Instrumental music
(band and string) is taught before and after
school.

The school actively seeks grants to benefit the
learning of students, and each year involves
students with artists-in-residence. Frequent
access to Denver’s cultural centers and events
enhance student learning. The Polaris Program
began in 2000 with 98 students and is now at
maximum capacity with 312 students.

+

Walnut Hills Community Elementary School is
committed to educating the head, heart and
hand of each child by providing a safe,
respectful and inclusive environment.

Educating the Head

Walnut Hills expects academic excellence for all
children. Teachers acknowledge that students
learn in a variety of ways and respond with a
rigorous core curriculum that integrates the eight
multiple intelligences into instruction.

Educating the Heart

Walnut Hills has a safe, respectful, and inclusive
environment. All students participate in a bully-
proofing program that discusses the importance
of social problem solving, the need for a caring
community, and the recognition of the efforts
made by all.

Educating the Hand

When children study the arts, significant
elements of their education find focus and
expression. Walnut Hills believes in the
importance of the arts in school. The integrity of
each arts class (art, media, music, movement
and technology) is maintained while integrating
core curriculum content. In addition, Walnut Hills
offers Plus Time classes. Plus Time is an
opportunity for students to be captivated by
exciting, energizing classes that purposefully
integrate the arts with core curriculum.

Takeaway: Parent involvement and investment
in the arts makes art education a key element of
the Polaris Program's curriculum.

Takeaway: Walnut Hills melds all academic
subjects with the arts, while also providing
dedicated classroom and Plus Time arts
instruction to produce well-rounded, well-
educated students.




SUCCESSFUL COLORADO SCHOOLS:
WHERE THE ARTS ARE ALIVE
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Mission: To inspire children to have goals and
dreams for their future, and to provide a level of
educational excellence that teaches the knowledge,
skills, character and creativity necessary to manifest
their greatest potential in life.
Vision : To create a place where the community and
the school work together for the literacy and vitality of
the rural culture.
Emphasis: To maintain a school to benefit both
students and the community. Students benefit through
the love and close connection of their parents,
relatives and community members of all generations.
The vitality of the community increases by having the
school as the hub of the community.

In addition, Paradox Valley School aims to:
Provide a well-rounded curriculum with emphasis
in reading, writing and math.
Ensure every child will experience success.
Select teachers who have the gift of teaching, who
can demonstrate that they care for children, and
who strive to learn more about the profession.
Teach the significance of the location.
Give each student as much individualized attention
as possible.
Promote an enthusiasm and motivation for
learning with hands-on projects, field trips and
real-life work.
Use the arts to enhance children’s academic
experience and success, and to help children to
express themselves and think creatively.
Provide a nurturing setting that demonstrates
tolerance, respect, compassion, and cooperation.

Takeaway: As the Colorado State Legislature
contemplates mandates to high school graduation,
Paradox Valley School stands out as a shining
example of how schools can emphasize reading,
writing, math and science inclusive of the arts. The
arts are no longer an elective.




AFFECTING CHANGE
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THE 1-2-3: AFFECTING CHANGE IN YOUR SCHOOL
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THE 1-2-3: AFFECTING CHANGE IN YOUR COMPANY
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THE 1-2-3: AFFECTING CHANGE IN THE LEGISLATURE

$) @ > $
+ % .. ) 6 8 6 18 )
8 1 ) $ 1 .)
2 16 .1 +6 616 .16 %% 6 6
18 6 . . % 1
6 .. + ). E6 % , 8 )
1 %% 16 2" 1
($ $
+ ! 11 1 1(1!
1 % 6 A: -%C
A **8& C %% 8 8
1
11 , 3 %81+8 1
666 ? 16 8
11 , 666 ) ) 6 ) 1
0 666 ) Y6 @ Q )
o) 1)
666 % JT))J) 16 1 )6
. 1
1$ $
1) 666 16 )1 %. 1
1 . 1 1!
F*H& 0 F*H& '*
@ = 8 + 6 % !
%8 )1
) % %
08 8 6 6 (1
) 8 I I 8
8 % 6
%
) 1 ) ) 1 5 8
1 ! 6.6 % % %



TOOLS TO TAKE ACTION: WORKSHEET 1
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Bill Number
(HB=House BiIll; Topic Sponsor Summary Action Needed
SB=Senate Bill)




TOOLS TO TAKE ACTION: WORKSHEET 2
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Office Name District E-mail Telephone Website
U.S. Senate Ken Salazar http://salazar.senate.govicon | 1-866-455- http://salazar.senate.qov/
tact/email.cfm 9866
http://allard.senate.gov/publi
U.S. Senate Wayne clindex.cfm?FuseAction=Co (202) 224- http://allard.senate.gov /
Allard 5941
ntact.Home
U.S. Congress
State Senator
State
Representative
State Senate senatorwindels@
Education Sue Windels | CO-19 303-866-4840 www.suewindels.com
. . comcast.net
Committee Chair
State House .
Education mg;;ieell d CO0-31
Committee Chair
City Council
Mayor

State Board of
Education
Representative

Find your State Board of Ed
representative at
http://www.cde.state.co.us/c
deboard/bdmap.htm

303-866-6817

http://www.cde.state.co.us

/index_sbe.htm

Local Board of
Education

Find your local school
district Web site at
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ut
ility/k12schls.htm




TOOLS TO TAKE ACTION: WORKSHEET 3

? A
Description of Goal Approval Outside Project Coordinator &
P Needed Resources description of process
Examples Jill Smith — send surveys home
Survey parents for professional PTA Chair / in students’ weekly newsletter
or amateur level artistic abilities; packet; begin contacting
I Classroom None needed :
bring in one parent per month as teachers parents by October; first parent
a guest speaker. presentation by November.
Establish liaison between school : .
and district arts coordinator to Discuss within PTA. — ask for
feport on every success volunteers. Set up introductory
achieved through the arts — Principal None needed meeht!ng at|d|st|r|g'g of_ﬁce.ﬁ'c_rry }O
including description of parent get higher level district officials
involvement levels due to arts interested in hearing about arts-
related activities related achievements.
Survey available services in the
Establish relationship with Arts service state. Review budget for
community arts organization or oraanizations outside arts programming.
arts service provider in order to L ga Decide if students can be
PTA/Principal | serving the state

bring high-level arts
programming into the school.

or community

charged small fee ($1/student)
to contribute. Begin booking
programs




ABOUT THINK 360 COMPLETE EDUCATION
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